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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-31 have been examined. 

Election/Restrictions 
3. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1, 2, 22, 23, 29, 30, drawn to content tracking, classified in class 705, 
subclass 14. 

II. Claims 3-5, 24, 31, drawn to identifier registration, classified in class 705, 
subclass 14. 

III. Claims 6, 7, 25, drawn to database searches, classified in class 705, subclass 14. 

IV. Claims 8-10, 26, 32, drawn to database searches, classified in class 705, subclass 
14. 

V. Claims 1 1-13, 27, drawn to content reproduction, classified in class 705, subclass 
14. 

VI. Claims 14-15, 28, 33, drawn to an end user reproducing content, classified in 
class 705, subclass 14. 

VII. Claims 16-21, drawn to reproduction detection, classified in class 705, subclass 
14 

Inventions I -VII are based on different sets of Independent claims. Each Group involves 
a different, distinct set of features as stated in the claims Groupings above. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 



Application/Control Number: 10/074J86 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3622 

for Group I is different than the search required for Groups II, etc., restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

During a telephone conversation with Robert Trepp at (914)945-3 147 on 2/1/2007 a 
provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group II, claims 3-5, 
24, 3 1 . Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. ^ 
Claims 1, 2, 6-23, 25-30, 32, 33 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 
CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(h) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 3-5, 24, 3 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gerace 
(5,848,396). 

Claims 3, 24, 3 1 : Gerace discloses a content registration/management system 
comprising: 

content registration request reception means, for receiving a request for content 
registration from a content provider that provides content (Figures 5a-5d; col 3, lines 4-20); 

identifier provision means, for setting an identifier, based on said request that is received, 
to be added to said content that is to be provided a user terminal, and for providing said 
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identifier to a content provider (col 17, lines 52-col 18, line 10; col 6, line 57-col 7, line 23); 
and 

a content ledger database, for storing information related to said identifier provided said 
content provider (col 33, lines 35-col 34, line 27). 

As noted in the citations above, Gerace discloses that ad packages are identified, ad series 
are identified. Gerace also discloses that individual ads are placed in a table (Fig. 5d). Gerace 
also discloses that individual ads are tracked, performance data for each ad is tracked and 
reported, and the analysis of the performance of individual ads (col 18, lines 10-26; col 18, lines 
50-col 19, line 5; col 5, lines 25-40; claims 9 and 13). Therefore, individual ads are also given 
identifiers. Identifiers would be necessary for each ad in order to store, track, report, compare, 
analyze the ads and the ad performance. 

Also, Examiner notes that Gerace discloses that advertisements are a form of content or 
agate information (col 2, lines 60-67). 

Claim 4: Gerace discloses the content registration/management system according to claim 

3, further comprising: 

identifier reception means, for receiving from a user terminal an identifier provided for 
said user terminal (col 6, line 57-col 7, line 24); and 

content reproduction information collection means, for collecting, based on the reception 
of said identifier, information related to the reproduction of content (col 6, line 57-col 7, line 24; 
col 33, lines 35-col 34, line 27). 

Claim 5: Gerace discloses the content registration/management system according to claim 

4, further comprising: 
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an advertisement ledger database for registering a list of contents that can be used as 
advertisement media (Figures 2, 3a); and 

notification means for searching said advertisement ledger database based on said 
received identifier, and for transmitting an advertisement distribution request to an advertiser 



(Figures 2, 3a; col 20, lines 9-30; col 16, lines 45-55; col 33, lines 35-col 34, line 27). 



The following prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 



a) McElfresh (2003/0149937) discloses tracking individual advertisements which are 
given identifiers (Abstract; fig 3a, 3b); 

b) Merriman (5,948,061) discloses tracking individual advertisements which are given 
identifiers (Fig 3b). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arthur Duran whose telephone number is (571) 272-6718. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon- Fri, 8:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Conclusion 



applicant's disclosure: 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 



Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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